The Canning Tradition
In the year, however, before he first went there, he had warned the House of Commons that his ideas of Intervention were far more wide and strenuous than those of Canning-.* Yet he perceived that the time was coming when English opinion would not sanction such "intermeddling" (his own word) except for the safety of our Indian and Colonial Empire. Aberdeen was sometimes charged with a Tory leaning towards the absolute monarchies of Eastern Europe. Palmerston professed the Whig tradition of preference for Liberal France. His diplomacy, however, from 1835 to I&45> might be described as a series of duels with the two leading French ministers, Guizot and Thiers, equally with the motive of checkmating French designs and of maintaining Turkish independence. This period. included the episode of Mehemet Ali in the East and of the Spanish marriages in the West. The former of these involves some reference to transactions between Russia, Turkey and the other Powers during Palmerston's first term at the Foreign Office when the Prime Minister was Grey. In 1833, Russia had profited by the preoccupation of the Western Powers with Belgium to extort from Turkey the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi. This gave the Czar Nicholas what his predecessors had desired, but had never been able even to come near obtaining. The war-ships of every nation except Russia were excluded from the Dardanelles. The Czar stood forth before the world as the sole friend and protector of the Sultan. It was not till the beginning of 1834 that the text of the Unkiar Skelessi treaty reached the Foreign Office. Long before this, however, circumstantial rumours
* Speech in Parliament, ist June 1829.
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